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The Month’s History 


The Two 
National 
Conventions. 


This is decennial year—the 
hundredth anniversary of 
the founding of the United 
States Pharmacopoeia; 
therefore the two Washington conventions, 
Fharmacopoeial and A. Ph. A., assume an un¬ 
usual importance. Doubtless a large number 
of pharmacists will assemble in the Capital city 
during the forepart of May. 

The Pharmacopoeial convention begins its 
sessions on the 11th and will probably extend 
over two or three days, while the annual 
meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association takes place the week immediately 
preceding. In this way those who desire to 
take in both meetings can do so without loss 
of extra time. 

The general opinion seems to be that but 
few changes in the Pharmacopoeia will be 
necessary, but the meeting, nevertheless, will 
be an important one. Particularly is this true 
in view of so much discussion of alcoholic 
preparations. Then, too, the experiences of 
the last half-dozen years have brought to light 
certain desirable modifications for some of the 
standards, the adoption of which will enhance 
materially the value of the book. 

For the A. Ph. A. meeting much of interest 
is promised in addition to the various section 
activities which are always of profit to those 
in attendance. 

At the meeting of the executive committee 
of the association council, held in St. Louis 
a couple of months ago, a number of recom¬ 
mendations were made which will come up 
for action when the convention begins its ses¬ 
sions. Of especial importance is the proposal 
to raise the annual dues from the prewar basis 
of $5.00 to the sum of $7.50, which amount, it 


is felt, is the least that the association can levy 
and still continue to carry out its full share of 
work. Costs have advanced to such a point 
that it is contended that the proposed raise is 
imperative. 

Among other problems 
*to be* 1 * which will be discussed are 
Discussed. those of establishing closer 
relationship between the na¬ 
tional and State associations and the establish¬ 
ment of an endowment fund for pharma¬ 
ceutical research. Still another factor which 
will lend interest to the meeting will be the 
activities of the War Veterans’ Section created 
last August at the New York meeting. The 
May gathering will mark the end of die first 
association year of the section, and the report 
submitted at that time will bring to light the 
success or failure of the movement from the 
standpoint of increasing the membership of 
the parent body. 

While it has not been possible for the officers 
of the Veterans’ section to canvass all of the 
ten thousand pharmaceutically-trained men 
who were in uniform during the war, a large 
number of them have been interested to the 
extent of joining the association. If an appre¬ 
ciable portion of these men are represented at 
the Washington meeting their influence on the 
future conduct of the association as a whole 
is bound to be a noticeable one. 

Coincident also with the convention of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association will be 
held the annual meetings of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Boards of Pharmacy and the Amer¬ 
ican Conference of Pharmaceutical Faculties. 
Pharmacy in all its diversified branches will 
l)e represented. 



Talks on Glandular Products 

In the animal economy the internal secretions of the sex glands play an im¬ 
portant role, influencing growth, both mental and physical. The use 
made of these glands in medicine is interestingly set forth in 
this the third installment of the series 


It has been recognized for many years that 
in addition to their reproductive functions the 
sex glands (testes and ovaries) play an im¬ 
portant role in tlje animal economy. Their 
internal secretions not only control to a large 
extent the development and characteristics of 
the sex organs themselves, but they markedly 
influence growth and metabolism. The use of 
these glands, especially the ovary, in a thera¬ 
peutic way is therefore a matter which should 
receive -due consideration. 

The part played by the testes as internal 
secreting organs is inversely shown by what 
takes place after castration. A characteristic 
change in the physical, mental and psychic 
make-up always follows. The rooster, com¬ 
pletely deprived of his testicles, experiences a 
shriveling of the comb, wattles, and spurs, the 
character of the voice is changed, the neck and 
tail feathers are poorly developed, and there is 
an excessive deposit of fat; moreover he loses 
that indomitable spirit of aggressiveness which 
under normal conditions has resulted in the 
appellation “the lord of the barnyard.” 

Castration of food-producing animals, espe¬ 
cially cattle, is often performed because of the 
increased tendency toward fat deposits, and 
the change in the consistency of the muscular 
tissues produced, this rendering such tissues 
more suitable for food; another characteristic 
is that the operation makes the animal more 
docile and quiet. 

AS PRACTICED IN ITALY. 

In Italy it was formerly not an uncommon 
procedure to castrate male singers during child¬ 
hood in order that they might retain the 
juvenile tone and fibre of the voice. Castrates, 
however, do not possess the courage, passions 
and aspirations of normal men, and they ap¬ 
pear to be lacking in the higher artistic endow¬ 
ments. They are said to be tricky, revengeful, 
and cruel. Their intellectual abilities are not 
impaired to any considerable extent, as many 
eunuchs have been men of more than average 
intelligence. 


While the existence of an internal secretion 
of the testes is definitely established and its far- 
reaching importance clearly recognized, the use 
of testicular preparations in therapeutics has 
never achieved any great degree of success. 

Many years ago the first attempts to apply 
products of this kind were made, and it was 
claimed that such treatment brought about an 
increase in physical and mental vigor. Subse¬ 
quent investigations have not made this claim 
good. However, the work still goes on and it 
is an interesting field from which further de¬ 
velopments may be expected. A preparation 
now in use is known as orchic substance and 
is employed by physicians in the treatment of 
a number of what, to the lay mind, would 
appear to be unrelated conditions. 

ABUNDANT EVIDENCE. 

We have abundant evidence of the impor¬ 
tance of the ovary as an internal secreting 
gland. We know, for instance, that there is 
an intimate relationship between the ovary and 
the menstrual function. When the ovaries are 
completely removed, menses are terminated. 
Presumably the institution of menses is due to 
some change in the glandular function of the 
ovary at puberty, and it is noteworthy that at 
this time also the development of the distinc¬ 
tively feminine characteristics of form and 
feature take place, these being stimulated, it is 
thought, by the ovarian secretion. 

The changes which occur at the menopause, 
both in the physical and mental characteristics 
of the woman, suggest that here, too, we have 
a marked alteration in the character of the 
ovarian activity; apparently there is a cessa¬ 
tion of that phase of the function which is 
instituted at puberty. 

It was formerly believed that the internal 
secretion of the ovary was elaborated by the 
corpus luteum, a yellow substance which forms 
in the “egg sac” after the ovum, or “egg,” has 
been discharged. The corpus luteum in the 
non-pregnant state degenerates and shrinks up 
in a very short time, but if the ovum has been 
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impregnated it persists for several months. It 
is now known that the corpus luteum is not 
the sole source of the secretion of the ovary, 
and by many it is believed that it is not even 
the more important one. One thing is certain, 
however: the corpus luteum does represent an 
active element of internal secretion. 

EXTENSIVELY USED. 

Both corpora lutea and desiccated ovarian 
glands (ovarian substance) have been ex¬ 
tensively used in the treatment of natural as 
well as artificial “change of life.” The best 
results have been obtained in the treatment of 
artificial menopause—by “artificial” meaning 
cases in which for some reason it has been 
necessary to remove the ovaries completely or 
in part. In other words, these products are 
of advantage in cases where an insufficient 
amount of ovarian tissue is present to ade¬ 
quately supply the physiological demands of 
the body. The symptoms commonly occurring 
are often completely controlled. 

Ovarian treatment frequently acts as a 
sexual stimulant It has been used with some 
success in infantilism of the genital organs, but 
it must be borne in mind that such conditions 
are often associated with pituitary disease. 
The vomiting of pregnancy is occasionally re¬ 
lieved by ovarian treatment, too, but as a rule 
this condition responds better to the use of 
suprarenal extracts. 

It has not been definitely established that the 
mammary glands have a function other than 
the secretion of milk, but there is considerable 
reason to believe that they elaborate some sub¬ 
stance which influences ovarian activity; cer¬ 
tainly there is no question as to the intimate 
relationship existing between the ovaries and 
mammaries. 

WHAT INVESTIGATORS CLAIM. 

It is interesting to note, however, that the 
striking development of these glands during 
pregnancy is quite independent of the ovaries; 
if the ovaries be completely removed from 
pregnant animals, the mammaries develop just 
the same and lactation is not interfered with. 
The same phenomenon has been observed in 
women from whom for some reason or other 
it has been necessary to remove the ovaries 
during the gestation period. 

It has been claimed by some investigators 
that the development of the mammaries during 


pregnancy is dependent upon secretory activity 
of the placenta (“after-birth”). They have 
urged in support of this theory that mammary 
development persists in pregnant animals, re¬ 
gardless of the death of the fetus, just as long 
as the placenta remains. 

Furthermore, placental extracts have been 
reported to be active stimulants to lactation. 
Other evidence seems to support the assump¬ 
tion that there is some substance derived from 
the fetus which stimulates the mammaries, and 
the injection of the fetal extracts in normal 
animals brings about an enlargement of the 
mammary glands. Possibly both factors are 
involved. 

Therapeutically, the importance of a product 
made from the mammary gland seems to lie in 
its effect in neutralizing excess ovarian secre¬ 
tion, and this has resulted in a preparation of 
this character being applied to the control of 
menstrual excesses having their origin in over¬ 
functionating of the ovaries. 

A still more interesting application of mam¬ 
mary gland treatment has been in fibroid 
tumors of the uterus. On first consideration 
such a therapeutic measure looks preposterous, 
but the theory is that fibroids have their origin 
to a large extent in uterine congestion. Sev¬ 
eral investigators have reported that the use 
of mammary extracts has resulted in an arrest¬ 
ing or disappearance of these fibroids, and 
while the evidence thus far produced is by no 
means conclusive, the possibilities of such 
treatment warrant further study. 



Thoroughly Up to Date. 


This photograph shows P. H. Dentoni, ono of the owners 
of the Stockton Drug Company, Stockton, California, about to 
start on a duck hunt in his 90-horsepower Curtiss, The rice 
fields are 140 miles away—a mere incident requiring about 
an hour and a half Mr, Dentoni used to make the trip *itk 
an automobile, a matter of about five hours. 



